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The Lilliput formula for breeding consistent winners 

Thoughts from Graeme Podbury and Bev Crowley

This year at the Royal Melbourne Show a decision made three years ago paid off.
As a successful breeder it is always difficult to make decisions that change the 
direction your stud is heading. 
We have some excellent cows, but they were getting to be a little on the large size. 
We had a number of excellent bulls that were very robust. The decision was made to 
search for a smaller bull that would complement these cows 
and slightly bring down the size.

We enlisted the help of a couple of excellent cattlemen one of which is a third generation cattleman and that's more than 75 years experience to find us a bull that would see our herd continue to improve.

We have only been breeding cattle for about 12 years so our knowledge of cattle is still limited. We do spend a lot of time looking at cattle and chasing up the breeding of all the show winners and I know what my cattle are capable of doing. We did have an idea of some of the qualities we needed in a bull but it was important that the bull we picked would see our herd progress.

The bull that was chosen for us would not have been the one we would have selected. 

We were convinced by these experts that Allambie Ziggy (the reserve junior bull) and one of the smallest bulls at Melbourne that year was the best bull for us. 
We were told that he would improve the length and tail set of our cows and give the bull calves thickness. 
Our cows were strong enough to deal with the few weaknesses the bull had. 
So home we went with a bull that we were not totally convinced would do what we wanted.
This year we exhibited three animals by Ziggy. 

We had a lovely 23 month old cow Lilliput Lady Bionce with a two week old bull calf at foot by Lilliput Lord Alkaloid that looked sensational and went on to win the senior cow beating our reserve senior cow from last year Lilliput Lady Anja into reserve again. She then went on to be grand champion cow and small breeds interbreed champion cow. 
We did think she was a very special heifer last year so we did an embryo flush of the same genetics, and produced eight A grade embryos of which two we implanted and are looking forward to see the calves on the ground soon.

The two young bull calves Lilliput Lord Crowley and Lilliput General Custer who had been calves at foot on our champion and reserve champion cows last year were placed second and third in a class of eight. We are very confident that these bulls have the potential to grow into excellent senior bulls for the show next year.

The three animals then went on to win the sires' progeny group. The judge commented on how they were all of a similar type and he could see the influence the sire had on the group. 

We also took back Lilliput Lord Alkaloid, last year's senior champion who won senior champion again this year and also small breeds interbreed champion bull.
Alkaloid is a powerful bull with a great eye muscle of 106cms that made him stand out.

We would recommend that anyone with stud cattle get advice from the best people in the business as it can pay off. We would really like to thank the two cattleman that helped us.

Graeme Podbury and Bev Crowley
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